THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN HISTORY AND PROPHECY
There are two aspects to God’s Kingdom rule. His Universal Kingdom and His Mediatorial Kingdom. They differ as to timing, scope and administration:
1. TIMING
2. SCOPE
3. ADMIN

The Universal Kingdom is God’s eternal rule (Psa 10:16, 103:19, 145:13, Lam 5:19) ~ The Mediatorial Kingdom exists within history (Gen 1:26, Psa 8:5, Dan 2:44, 7:13-27, 1 Cor 15:24-28)
The Universal Kingdom includes everything (Psa 103:19, 1 Chr 29:11, Dan 4:17-32) ~ The Mediatorial Kingdom applies to the rule of the current earth (Dan 2:35, 44-45, Zech 14:4-9, Rev 11:15)
The Universal Kingdom exerts direct rule (Dan 4:35, 2 Kings 19:35, Isa 14:24-27)
~ The Mediatorial Kingdom is ruled through an intermediary or vice-regent (Psa 2:6-9, Dan 7:13-14, Heb 2:7-10)

At the beginning of creation, God placed Adam on the earth in dominion over all the works of His hands (Gen 1:26-28). Adam was “a little lower than the angels” and was crowned with glory and honour (Psa 8:5-8).
He was the King in a Mediatorial Kingdom called earth. He mediated God’s authority in this world, being God’s vice-regent, ruling over and caring for planet earth. However, Adam rebelled against God and rejected
his own role, giving allegiance instead to Satan, whose main aim is to usurp God. With the failure of Adam in his role of headship, Satan became the “god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4) and “the prince of this world” (Jn
12:31). Not having succeeded in usurping the throne of heaven (Isa 14:12-14), he instead usurped the throne on earth. In the “conflict of the ages” throughout the long years of history, Satan has sought to thwart
God’s purpose to restore His Kingdom on earth, even offering the ‘kingdoms of the world’ to Christ before the cross (Lu 4:6-8). However, God has never abandoned His original plan to have ‘man in dominion’ on
planet earth. His ultimate eternal purpose is to culminate history with the Man, Christ Jesus (not angels, Heb 2:5), heading up the administration of the Mediatorial Kingdom on earth in the Millennium (Eph 1:11).
“The Kingdom of God” and “the Kingdom of heaven” are the same entity, and the titles indicate respectively “Who the rule comes from” (God) and “where rule comes from” (it is heavenly in origin and character).

THE UNIVERSAL ETERNAL KINGDOM OF GOD “The Heavens Rule” (Dan 4:26) The Eternal Throne of God - Eternal, Sovereign over all (Psa 10:16, 29:10, 1 Chron 29:11, Dan 4:35)

The Church is distinct
from the Kingdom.
Believers are currently
suffering, not reigning.
But their place “in the
Kingdom of his dear
Son” is so sure that it
is seen as an already
accomplished fact (Col
1:13). The Church is
not seen in the Old
Testament (Eph 3:5).
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The times of the Gentiles (Dan 2:32, Luke 21:24). Israel not my people (Hos 1:9)
“Blindness in part…to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles come in” (Rom 11:25)
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Israel’s King arrives
(John 1:29) and His
kingdom announced
to the Jews as being
“at hand”. But the
King is rejected (Mt
10:5) and goes away
(Lu 19:12) to return at
the second coming.
He gives His own a
preview (Mk 9:1)
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Satan is cast down to earth at the mid-point
of the tribulation (Rev 12:9). Then, at the 2ⁿ
coming he is bound in the bottomless pit for
1,000 yrs. When loosed at the end, he leads
a rebellion against Christ the King which is
destroyed by fire from heaven (Rev 20:2-9)
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The Parables of the Kingdom
in Matt 13 describe the character
of this period between Christ’s
rejection and His return to
reign in the age to come.
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As history ends, Christ hands the Mediatorial Kingdom
back to the Father. The Mediatorial Kingdom is not
abolished but merges with the Universal Kingdom
of God from which it sprung (1 Cor 15:24-28). It
continues for ever, but no longer as a separate
entity. The reign of Christ is thus eternal
(Heb 1:8, 2 Pet 1:11). No longer
Mediatorial Kingdom
are there two thrones but
restored in the Millennium
one (Rev 3:21), “the throne
Immediately after the
of God and the Lamb”
tribulation is “Christ’s
(Rev 22:3)
appearing and His kingdom”
(2 Tim 4:1). He ascends
David’s throne in Jerusalem
upon His return to earth (Lu
1:32, Isa 9:7, 16:5, Mt 25:31)
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The eternal
wedding feast to which all
state, “the day
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THE END OF of God” (2 Pet
22:1-14). Eden’s curse is
HISTORY
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removed; the animals are
Tabernacle of
tamed. The Kingdom is
restored to Israel (Acts 1:6)
God with men
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of priests, and a light to the
nations. Worldwide peace.
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The Kingdom is currently
postponed (Matt 21:43)
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The Church Age

from Pentecost to the rapture
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The King
crucified

Christ is currently on
His Father’s throne in
heaven (Rev 3:21),
crowned with glory &
honour, awaiting His
anointing in Zion when
His foes become His
footstool (Acts 2:35)

The Wedding of
the King’s Son
Return from wedding (Lu 12:36)

.Satan’s defeat comes in 3 stages:
1. Condemned at the cross and
.stripped of power (Hb 2:14/Col 2:15)
.2. Banished at 2ⁿ coming (Rev 20:2)
3. At the end of the Millennium, he
.will be cast into the lake of fire for
.ever (Rev 20:10). He is currently like
.King Saul, who remained ‘king’ for a
.time, after David’s 1 anointing.
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David becomes King.
Solomon’s reign is
glorious. Gentiles
come to him (1 K
10:1). Each under vine
and fig tree, picturing
Millennium (1K 4:25,
Mic 4:4). But Israel
turns from Jehovah.
The crown is removed
(Ezek 21:26). Israel is
without a King (Hos
3:4). David’s tree cut
down but the root of
Jesse - Christ - will yet
shoot up (Isa 11:11).

The
Kingdom is
coming!
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(Ex 19:6)

om Previe
gd

sie

om Prepa
r
gd

A coming Kingdom is foretold by
the OT prophets, just as Israel is
being taken into captivity.
Israel’s kingdom ‘disappears’, as
the times of Gentile dominion
commence, but God intends to
allow the Gentiles to tread down
Jerusalem only until Christ the
King of Israel ascends the throne
in Jerusalem again (Dan 2:44,
7:14, Luke 21:24, Rev 11:2)

d
we

Eden
(Psa 8:5)
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The Conflict
of the Ages

Rapture of the Church (1 Th 4:16)
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The
Mediatorial
Kingdom
commences in
Eden, with Adam,
God’s vice-regent
on earth, charged
with subduing and
ruling it (Gen 1:26)

In Eden, man forfeits rule to Satan,
who becomes the “the Prince of the
power of the air” (Jn 14:30, Eph 2:2).
He aims to ruin God’s purpose to
restore creation. The world now lies
in Satan’s lap (1 John 5:19). Adam’s
offspring are “the children of this age”
(Luke 16:8) and belong to Satan’s
kingdom (Mt 12:26) held under “the
authority of darkness”(Col 1:13).

Descent of the Spirit
Ascension of Christ
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The fall
of Satan
(Isa 14:12-15,
Ez 28:11-19)

The lake of fire,
prepared for the
devil and his angels,
is Satan’s eternal
abode (Matt 25:41,
Rev 20:10, 21:8)
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